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BY DON DUNSTAN 
ARTICLE FOR THE MEWS FESTIVAL THEATRE 
29/5/73 
The Opening of Adelaide's Festival Theatre is an event 
of major importance for South Australia, and for the 
Nation as a whole* 
In South Australia, we see the realization of a vision, 
first held by Professor Colin Bishop, of a performing 
arts centre in Adelaide of world standing. 
The Festival Theatre is a magnificent Stage One, within 
a year to it will be added the Playhouse Drama Theatre, 
The Space experimental Theatre, and the open-air amphitheatre. 
The four theatres will make up The Adelaide Festival Centre, 
and I predict that this name will within a few years be 
known the world over «• in all places where communities 
respect the performing arts and the civilized values they 
create. 
South Australian * s can take pride in the fact that The 
Festival Theatre was designed in this State.and built by 
South Australians. 
It is a theatre which combines the functions of major 
theatre and a concert hall. 
It will be used as both, and the critics of such 
flexibility have been confounded. 
Superbly fitted, beautifully finished * finely tunBd, it 
is in all ways functional for both purposes and audiences * 
We now have a theatre which other capitals envy, but 
of which they too can be proud, for the Adelaide Festival 
Theatre belongs to, and will be used to enhance, the 
\s 
performing arts of this Nation. 
Don Dunstan* 
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